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Book Reviews 243 

Browning : How to Know Him. By William Lyon Phelps. Indianapolis : 
The Bobs-Merrill Co. 

Professor Phelps appears here rather as a worshipper than as 
a critic. He would teach us how to know Browning by show- 
ing us how to praise him. But he is so enthusiastic in his wor- 
ship, so delightful and so clever in his praise, that this book has 
a very real usefulness. The author discusses the work and per- 
sonality of Browning under seven different heads, such as 
Dramatic Lyrics, Poems of Paradox, Browning's Optimism. 
He quotes several illustrative poems at length in each chapter. 
The volume is thus in a degree complete in itself. The tone 
is so pleasant and sympathetic, the style so vivacious and spark- 
ling, that the book will take its place as one of the most attrac- 
tive introductions to the study of Browning's poetry. G. T. 

The Diplomacy of the War of 1914. The Beginnings of the War. 
By Ellery C. Stowell, Assistant Professor of International Law, Columbia 
University. Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 191 5. 

The European war, which is the most striking single phenom- 
enon in the past hundred years, is naturally the subject of a 
large and ever increasing literature, particularly in all that relates 
to diplomacy and the causes of the struggle. In the earlier 
stages of the conflict appeared numerous books and pamphlets, 
partisan and apologetic, based on inadequate knowledge and 
marred by prejudice and passion. The publication of a great 
body of source material by the contending powers, however, 
made it possible later on for those who were minded to study 
the subject dispassionately and with care to base their conclu- 
sions on firmer foundation. Accordingly there have appeared in 
English at least four works of merit and importance. Beck's 
Evidence in the Case is trenchant and powerful, but brief; Price's 
Diplomatic History of the War is largely a collection of docu- 
ments, but contains also contributions of first-rate importance 
by the author; Headlam's History of Twelve Days has exceed- 
ingly able presentation of the documents accompanied by admir- 
able analysis and decisive criticism : finally there is the present 
work, which is in many respects the completest and most useful 
of all. This volume deals with the causes of the war and the 



